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had still lingered on, was only the aftermath of the group of high politics which the Great War had cut to the roots. Mr. Bonar Law and Mr. Baldwin, when they followed up the bye-election at Newport, found themselves the low politicians surrounded by the internal crisis of the nation. To-day, Germany, Italy, Russia and Turkey are the living cells in the political body of civilisation while Geneva, Lausanne and London are the mere offices in which the liquidators still wind up the old economic and high political structure. This was almost first illustrated by the incident of Mr. Bonar Law growing apprehensive over the expense of Lord Curzon's splendid court beside the Leman. He had to applaud, as all the world applauded, his diplomatic prowess. Nevertheless, the fact that Lord Curzon knew more about the history of Southern Kurdistan than the Turks themselves could hardly lessen the spectre of an industrial crisis, which might well materialise into a general revolution. Such thoughts were lost on Lord Curzon's imagination. He would not contemplate working men in their shirt sleeves overthrowing motor lorries on the Docks. He had shown no real sympathy at Lausanne for the work of Mustapha Kernel at Angora, one of the great works of political renaissance that the modern world can show. Lord Curzon lived in the Foreign Office that loomed pompously between the trees of St. James's Park, perhaps unmindful that it owed its existence to brutish little scraps at Agincourt and Crecy. The times were growing out of Lord Curzon at the moment of his sternest triumph at Lausanne.
The new Conservative administration had an undoubted need of first class talent. They had a difficult task with so many ex-coalitionists in public life, still wearing their party labels. The trouble was that these men relied on their accomplishments and yet failed to make an analysis of the situation which had overthrown them. As no Conservative had any idea of the fundamental change in the situation either, they were never put in their places.